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January  2010  
 
Dear SR-126 Community Constituents, 
 
As we start a new year, I would like to give you a progress report for 2009 on SR-126 for   
(1) short-term safety improvements and (2) the long-term major rebuild project. First and 
foremost, it is important to note that there have been no fatalities along the 126 corridor 
since July 2008. For this, we are very grateful and pray this trend continues. The addition 
of guardrails and center rumble strips have been important factors; however, the present 
highway remains extremely hazardous, traffic volume continues to increase, and crash 
rates remain far too high.    
  
Short-Term Safety Improvements:  Because the major rebuild is many years away, the 
following was undertaken in 2009 to enhance safety, as much as possible, until a more 
permanent solution is obtained. Upon taking office as your representative (Jan 2009) and 
obtaining consensus by 100% of Kingsport BMA and the Sullivan County Commission, I 
submitted the Shipley Bill (HB-457) “State Route 126 (Memorial Boulevard) Safety 
Improvement Act” to the State. (The full document can be found and reviewed at 
www.TonyShipley.com).  As a result, an on-site in-depth safety inspection was made on 
the 8.8 mile section from I-81 to Center Street.  A “Road Safety Audit Report” was 
completed in spring 2009 by Sain Associates, a TDOT Consultant. Though funding was 
not available in 2009 for all requested improvements, we are pleased that we were able to 
improve many safety deficiencies identified by the safety audit.  Safety improvements 
implemented include additional guard rails, shoulder improvements, improved curve 
signage, object markers, filling of culverts and improvement for right turn westbound 
traffic onto Harr Town Road.  Future improvements will include outside rumble strips in 
specific areas while additional improvements may be pursued as funding allows. One 
problem not recognized by the safety audit is the significant increase of accidents 
involving deer. Warning signs will soon be posted in trouble spots so please be vigilant 
especially after dark.    
 
Because of significant deterioration, the highway is scheduled to be partially paved (from 
Fall Creek Road to Ft. Henry Drive) under the State 2010 fiscal budget. Motorists should 
be aware that conditions can change quickly along the highway corridor as experienced 
Dec. 30 with the abrupt appearance of a particularly deep, dangerous pothole (near East 
Lawn Cemetery). Upon my receiving a call early Dec. 31 from a citizen who experienced 
a bent wheel, I am pleased to report that with the cooperation of  key TDOT, State, and 
Sullivan County personnel, this safety hazard was corrected within 3 hours of being 
reported. This swift action is an excellent example of how government agencies can (and 
should) coordinate to address public safety issues. I encourage you to always file an 
official report with the proper agency, either Tennessee Highway Patrol or Kingsport 
Police Department, regarding all SR-126 safety issues in that such documentation helps 
the community receive needed changes from TDOT.  
 



Long-Term Safety Improvements:  The SR-126 CSS project recommendation was 
accepted by TDOT October 2005; the environmental consultant was assigned May 2006; 
and the environmental study received funding for fiscal year 2007. The normal 
progression for TDOT highway projects is:  Planning & Environmental Phase (18-24 
months); Design Phase (24-36 months); Right-of-Way Phase (18-24 months); and 
Construction Phase (24 months minimum).  A normal timeline as indicated above 
requires approximately 8-10 years for completion of a Tennessee highway.   
 
However, noting the elapsed time between the CSS Recommendation (2005) and the on-
site start of the two-year Environmental Phase (2009) there is considerable cause for 
concern (i.e. 5 years or more to complete the first of the four required phases). 
Unfortunately, the SR-126 Environmental phase sat unattended during 2007-2008 
thereby delaying the completion of this project. I found this lack of activity totally 
unacceptable, and since my election in Nov. 2008, have had numerous meetings and 
conversations with TDOT about moving this project forward in a more timely manner. 
Subsequently, the environmental study activity began January 2009 when maps were 
acquired for archeologist studies, and an on-site project review with the Environmental 
Consultant and Federal, State and local agencies occurred in June 2009.   
 
My objective is to serve the needs of the people of this district.  I am committed to a 
timely completion of the SR-126 CSS Project. This commitment includes remaining 
vigilant in monitoring  project progress, working closely with TDOT and the people of 
this community, working to attain funding, and most importantly…finding the most 
efficient and fiscally responsible way to bring this project to completion.  
 
I encourage you to contact me at any time, not only regarding highway safety concerns, 
but about other concerns or to express your opinion regarding important issues. My 
philosophy is that “Government works best when it is closest to the people it governs.” 
You can reach me through my office in Nashville (615/741-2886) or for more urgent 
matters by mobile (423/817-1053).  I encourage you to frequently visit my website 
www.TonyShipley.com for complete and up-to-date information concerning issues that 
are important to all of us. It is my privilege to serve you as the State Representative for 
the 2nd District.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

                             
Tony Shipley 
State Representative  
    2nd District 
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